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not to recognize any agreement between China and Barga unless
concluded with knowledge.

China refused to accept these demands, which would have
given Barga complete autonomy. Yet Russian pressure remained
strong, and Russian troops wTere stationed near by. In November,
1915, during the World War, an agreement was signed with China
by which Barga obtained considerable autonomy.19 Barga, the
agreement said, was to constitute "a special district of the Chinese
Republic," into which immigration of Chinese was, however, to
be restricted. According to the agreement, the Chinese Govern-
ment was to be empowered to send its troops into Barga, but only
after advance notice had been given to Russia. By the same accord,
Russia acquired priority rights for the construction of railroads
in Barga.

For all intents and purposes Barga was on the way to becoming
a part of one of the provinces of Siberia. The Russian Revolution
interrupted this trend, and during the civil war Chinese troops re-
turned to North Manchuria and reoccupied Barga. A number of
Russians fleeing from the Red guerrillas crossed the Amur River
and settled in the adjoining area of Barga, right across the frontier.
These "White Guardists," as they were called in the Soviet press,
for a considerable time remained a thorn in the flesh of the Soviet
authorities.

During the 1920*8 Barga was formally under the rule of Chang
Tso-lin, the Manchurian dictator, and later under his son and suc-
cessor, Chang Hsueh-liang. In 1928 Mongolian cavalry detach-
ments sometimes advanced as far as Hailar. When the armed con-
flict broke out in 1929 over the Chinese Eastern Railway, it was
Mongolians armed with Soviet rifles who occupied Hailar. After
the creation of Manchukuo, Barga, found itself under Japanese
control until in August, 1945, it was occupied by Soviet troops
and soon became a part of the large area controlled by the Chinese
Communists.
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